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Best wishes for the New Year! I will be traveling to Southeast Asia for two 
weeks—January 25 to February 8. Dr. Ekeh will be acting as vice chair for 
the Department of Surgery and will be available to assist with any issues or 
concerns. I plan to have a “travel lunch” when I return to share pictures of 
Vietnam and Cambodia.
Recruitment
We are recruiting for two acute care surgeons, one position at the assistant professor level 
and one at the associate professor Level. The associate professor will be the director of the 
Critical Care Fellowship and the assistant director of Trauma.
Faculty
Congratulations to Dr. Linda Barney, who will be the new coordinator for the National 
Surgical Quality Improvement Program. 
Dr. Mbaga Walusimbi has been appointed interim director of the surgical Critical Care 
Fellowship.
Congratulations to Dr. Alyssa Gans, the new associate program director for Trauma and the 
interim surgical director of the Intensive Care Unit.
Dr. Minia Hellan was featured in a news release in November for pancreatic cancer  
awareness month: wrightstatephysicians.org/whatsnew/pancreatic-awareness.html
Dr. Joon Shim and Dr. Laura Peterson were featured in the December/January issue of the 
Dayton Magazine: issuu.com/cincyflip/docs/dayton_1216 (pages 58 and 60)
Education
The Center for Global Health and Innovation at Stanford University School of Medicine will host a 
one-and-a-half-day Continuing Medical Education (CME) course on humanitarian surgery skills, 
February 25−26, 2017. The deadline for registration is January 30.
Holiday Party
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Save the Date
Bariatric Symposium 
Saturday, March 4, 2017   
9 a.m.—3 p.m. 
Bieser Auditorium 
Berry Building, Miami Valley Hospital 
Free to fellows, residents, and students 
To register: medicine.wright.edu/surgery/
bariatric-symposium
Committees
Department Research Committee Meeting 
Friday, February 3, 7– 8 a.m. 
Financial Subcommittee Meeting 
Friday, February 17, 6–7 a.m.
Faculty Meeting 
Friday, February 17, 7– 8:30 a.m. 
All committee meetings are held at MVH, WCHE 
Building, 7th Floor, DOS Conference Room.
Department of  
Surgery eConnections: 
Wikispaces
wsudos.wikispaces.com
flying-scalpel.wikispaces.com
Facebook
facebook.com/WSU.GeneralSurgeryResidency 
facebook.com/WSU.Department.of.Surgery 
facebook.com/BSOMSurgeryClub
Core Scholar 
corescholar.libraries.wright.edu/surg_comm/
James B. Peoples, M.D., Surgical Society 
medicine.wright.edu/student-life/student-organi-
zations/james-b-peoples-md-surgical-society
Department calendar 
calendar.google.com/calendar/
embed?src=wsusurgery1%40gmail.
com&ctz=America/New_York
Wellness Corner 
The NEJM has a resident page that has a 
resident blog as well as information  
addressing issues for residents regarding 
debt management, starting residency and 
burnout, and videos of recent articles. 
resident360.nejm.org/pages/home
If you have any information you would like  
to share with the other members of the 
department, or professional or special events 
happening in your life, please e-mail Kathleen 
at Kathleen.Wallace@wrightstatephysicians.org 
by the 15th of the month. The Faculty and 
Staff Update will be e-mailed the first of  
the month.
Chair’s Message
Financial Subcommittee Meet-
ing 
Friday, Oct. 21, 6–7 a.m.
Faculty Meeting 
Friday, 7– 8:30 a.m. 
Civilian Resident Selection 
Committee  
January 23, 2017
